The Petrine time in the architecture of St. Petersburg marked the resolute turn to the European building tradition in the new capital of Russia. The transformation process of Russian mediaeval practice let art historians compare the role of the late 17 th -early 18th century in the evolution of the national art school with that of the Renaissance in Western Europe. It concerned not only innovative methods of fortification and engineering, rich palatial architecture, but a wide range of civil buildings and urban planning.
Though the interest in early architecture of the city persisted since Petr N. Petrov published his fundamental book "The history of St. Petersburg from the foundation of the city" (1884) and was developed by Igor' Grabar' in the third volume of the prerevolutionary "History of Russian Art", the aspects of the customer -artist relationship started to be considered only in the Post-Soviet historiography. The difficulty of studying Petersburg household possession stemmed from the lack of original documentary in situthe Police archives were burnt by insurgents during the 1917 February revolution, other materials were moved to Moscow, the new capital, and accumulated at the Russian State Archive of Ancient Acts (RGADA). In the 1950s-1990s Petersburg (Leningrad at that time) researchers did not have enough possibilities to use Moscow depositories systematically, nevertheless important data concerning allotment and building development of some central city districts mainly from the Justice Chancellery (now in RGADA, f. 285) was examined and published th century. It is a successful combination of scientific research and publication of archival documents (from the RGADA funds) clearly seen in the book structure. Comprehensive introductory part, in addition to the "Foreword", includes chapters "The Sources Survey", "The Archeographic Entry" and "An Essay on the History of Private Construction in St. Petersburg of Petrine time".
The first part of the monograph contains a detailed analysis of house possession on the Vasilieskii isle and along the Neva embankments of Admiralteiskii and Gorodskoi islands and Moskovskaia district.
In the second part Nikolaeva lists the contract registers and cites their text. A lot of black-and-white reproductions of plans and drawings of the first half of the 18th century account for an essential part of the research.
The vast application comprises a glossary, an index, a list of abbreviations. The relevance of the book lies not only in introducing into the scientific use and a deeply serious and compelling analysis of new documents on the history of the Petrine Petersburg architecture, but also, first and foremost, in fixing the household possession topics in modern Russian historiography and developing methods of their comprehensive study. Author. Staniukovich-Denisova, Ekaterina Iur' evna -head lecturer. Saint Petersburg State University, Universitetskaia nab., 7/9, 199034 St. Petersburg, Russian Federation. e.stanyukovich-denisova@spbu.ru Abstract. The article is a brief presentation of the voluminous book by the Moscow archivist and historian of architecture Mariia V. Nikolaeva Sankt-Peterburg of Peter I: The History of Household Possession -Site Development, Owners and Builders, released in Russian by the Progress-Tradition Publ. in 2014. It is a successful combination of scientific research and publication of archival documents (from the RGADA funds) clearly seen in the book structure. Comprehensive introductory part, in addition to the "Foreword", includes chapters "The Sources Survey", "The Archeographic Entry" and "An Essay on the History of Private Construction in St. Petersburg of Petrine time".
The first part of the monograph contains a detailed analysis of house possession on the Vasilieskii isle and along the Neva embankments of Admiralteiskii and Gorodskoi islands and Moskovskaia district. In the second part Nikolaeva lists the contract registers and cites their text. A lot of black-and-white reproductions of plans and drawings of the first half of the 18th century is an essential part of the research. The vast application comprises a glossary, an index, a list of abbreviations. The relevance of the book lies not only in introducing into the scientific use and a deeply serious and compelling analysis of new documents on the history of the Petrine Petersburg architecture, but also, first and foremost, in fixing the household possession topics in modern Russian historiography and developing methods of its comprehensive studies.
